
HELD HEAD IN GAS
RANGE UNTIL DEAD

Mrs. Fofd First Atiempted to Cut
Throat With Duj] Tablc-

Knifo.

WORRIED OVER ILL HEALTH

tiiisband Found Body in Dark
Kitchen After Long and

Anxioits Scarch.

Wlth her homo decorntod for the
ilil'i.'tinas fcHtlvitics, Wlllell sln' waa

i..my wlth b.r, devoted husbrind
ond two .--on:. and evldently lookirig
forward ln her more cheerftil monients
to the domestic ploH-tiren of Vuletide,
Mr:. r.lln S. Ford, o' 130.1 Wcsl .Maln
Street, eiidod :ill hei Joys nnd mt-

i-.-.-.ys somellmc yesterday by flrst at-
tetnptlng to cut her lliroat nnd thon
holdlng hor head in ti rrns range ln the
kitchen untll she wns Biiffocatcd to
de'ntli.

Last .'ceii ailvo nt S o'elock In the
inoriilii'r. she wns not found ngain
untll nearly o'elock In tho nftcrnoon.
when, thoroiighly alarnied nnd aftor
.*-. iii-.liiiitr vitlnly for hls wlfe nt the
homo of her slster nnd nt the resl-
tioHoes of friends, .Mr, Ford Btumblcd
neross lier lif-bs.. body in tlie dark-
ened kitchen. IIIs brothcr-Sri-law, Mr.
Edward Clarke, who had gom> on tho
senreh wlth. the distracted husband,
was upetalrs nt the tlme. looktng for
Mrs. Ford. Hearlng the man'a cry b'e?'""'. ,;*' htirr|e,d down stnirs. nnd fotlrid
the liuslmnd with hls \.]fc*_ body in lll_arms,
Medlcal nsslstnnee was BUmnionod bvtelephonc from :-, drugstoro hearbyarid three physlcians responded. TlioyIrled ln vuln to rosuscitate the unfor-

iin.ite woman, but after half an hotir'sivork they v/erc forced to glve up. .Mr,I'ord was ovcrcome with grief, andklndly harrds bore hlm from the hotts.
to tbe home of hls inollibr, No. lSO'i
West Maln Streot. where lio wns keptthe remalndor of the clay nnd throughIhe nlght.

I'jiiiNod Uj III llealtli.
It is genernlly thought by relatlves

ond friends thnt tho deed wns eausod
¦>.- III h.-alth. from whlch both Mra.
Foi .md hor husband hnd suffered for
<-omo tlme. They were vlslted oh Fri-
day by the famlly physielan, Vhu
found them both in n very n'ervous and
tveakened conditlon. Ile advlsod th.ii.
they remove fo some other place, nn-.l
they decided to go to the home of Mr.
Ford's mother. There they were stay-
ing untll yesterday morning.
After hreakfast Mrs. I'ord expressed

n deslre to visit her slster. Mrs. Smltii,
on South Lattrol Street. She was urgbd
vnlnly to allow some ono to accompany
li' r. hot she perslsted in golng alohc.
Thnt was the last they say of her alivc.
She dld not reappear nt dimu-r, though
she had promlsed to do .*.<>. Alter dln-
ncr Mr. Ford decided to instltute a
hearch. Accompanied by Mr. Clarke, he
went lo Mrs. Sniltb's. nnd wns told
there that Mrs. Ford had not been
.-..ii. Golng then to the home of one
of Mr.--. Ford's dearest friends, he dt_-
covered that she hnd not been Iherej
Ither. Then the two men bocame
thoroughly nluvmc-d, nnd vlslted Mr.
Ford's home.
No sooner wns the front door opened

than gas flooded Into tbe streot .Mr.
Clarke went upstnlrs, searctilng nll tlie
rnoins, ancl Mr. I'ord senrohed the first
ricor, golng through nll the rooms be-
Core comlng lo his wlfo's dead body.
All tbe hiiinls in tho kitchen wero

.drawn, tbe windows were closed, and
i!,.- room wns filled wlth gas.
After havlng attenipted to cut her

throiit with a dull tablo knlfe. Mrs.
Ford hnd turned on the gns and
ptunged her head in tbe rn'iige. At
what time she committqd the deed no

one knows, but she hnd evldently con-

tcmplated lt slnce her departure from
ib, home of her mother-lh-law, for
she had returned to her own home nnd
changed her clothes.

l)i-s|ioiuleiit lleccntly.
Eyerybddy connected wlth the famlly

i- flrm in lii" convlctlon that the stti-
cide wns due only to despondoncy.
brought nbout by grief over the death
Of her mother about ii year ngo, nml
supplement.ea. b.y .her own sucoeedlng
ril health'_nn the III health of her hus-
bnnd. She had never been heard to
fleelarc euch Intentton, and nll 1k r
fnends wero horror-struclc when thoy
heard ot' her death. S!ie wus usually
oi' ;i _unny nnd cheorful disposition
untll of late, when she appeared over-
me by grief.
lt wns supposcd that a cliange of

v, ii- would l,t. benetlclal to both lius-
'..iii'l and wlfe. but there seemed lo be
no Improvi mont in elther slnce their
departure from their own home.

Mrs. Ford was burn in Baitimore
thlrty-elght years ngo, but hnd spent
the major portlon of her llfe ln Uicb-
r.ioiul. Here she attended school in
her chlldhood, being once n pupll ln
the lligii School of Dr. Wllliam II. Tay¬
lor, city eoroner. She Is survived by
Im father, Mr. George A. Summors, of
this city: three brothers, all of Baiti¬
more; two t-ist.rs. one of Richmond, tbe
i.ili'T of Baitimore, nnd two sons,
Cotirtenay und Ross, Mr. Charles Fora,
hor husband, is a continetlng exeava-
tdr of thi.-i city.

THREE STALLS OPEN
**ii|i|in.-ed Thnt Thlevcs Intfnd.il lo Ite'J

tiirn nt Mght.
Three stalls in the Slxth Street Mar¬

ket were found open yesterday evo-
iilng by t'ollccman Stocltmar, and the
fact was at onei reported to the own¬ers.Mr. Hatchor, Mr. Blankenship aml
Mr. SteJnliuch. All ihe shills wero
stuffed wlth good things (or Chrlstmasnnd wlth greenh and holiy, but whether
or noi anything was stolon tl,,- owners
could noi state. An egg crati ln MrHatcher'a stall Beemed t., \,»vc beenrifled. aml iher.- inighi havo been otherthings taken, l,ui hc coiild noi sav
The stalls wore opened somo tlmobetween 6 aml V o'clocl..between therellefa of pollce who f-uaril that hoc-tlon. The market is uluo guurded by

a prlvate watchnian, i.m he ovldentlvdld not notice the thieves at thelrworl:. Lt is BUpposed that they Intond-ed returning at nlght to eomplete tbt'Trjpb,
Aliotji "liKhting n,,!,."

"Hov i)l<i Admirnl KvaiiH rui hla tlvlo""repeated. a vUltor ut tlio Jviroraon la'mlil.ht. "Ile (sarned lt bonoatly by wbipjdn.avcry l.ully a, th- school .... nttonaod.' amtlhui he b.'onuio known aa 'KIshtiliK
-II. U'ii.-,

nocn yenra m :,;¦¦ ..,,. orlppled
n tho lan.l ntlac- :..!- i".! I- ,.;.. r,

J.i'.li.' lt ituoU, and li His 1:

AlllODB the Slck.
Hi i'hlhp l!og< j-.-, .1' I.-i.dr. i. ,-,¦

..I.. ii.i.-.i on for .-i|...'.. Ilcltla .." t'lm :.i. m ..

iml Ho.plml oq Saturday. ile vo ,, ,..,
ui ii.«t m. lu i'j i,.- !¦¦ a very favprubia ,.:,,
.iiiion. and an e»rly rocovei-y la e^p.ctodMra. Olia l_au, of tiil-- clty, who h.o- Im
ni in ihe Vh.iiiK. Ho»p|iu| for »om« wtvkt
h... hecunc n. ii .ii,,i,i:ii io return home.

Mra. Arthur HoberUon, of thli chv, wii
^la^ oporated on ia iin- Vir.lnla ll"»plia
on 'I'u-.duy. Udu iviuiiicd home.

CHRISTMAS SCENES ON BROAD STREET WHEN CROWDED ON SATURDAY

STREET RAILWAY
F1GHT NEAR END

Judge Holladay Will Submit Re-
'

port in Short Time.Argu-
ment Began Saturday.

From presont Indlcatlons tho long-
drawn-out recelvershlp proceedlngs in
tlio caso of the Vlrginla Passonger nnd
power Company nre nbout to come to

an end. und the speclal master, Judge
A. L. Holladay, to-wliom tho matter
was referred, will bo able to make hls
report to tho Unlted States court with¬
in a short timo.
Tho llnnl henrlng us to the uniount

of money duo under the dlffereht mort-
gages und us to the prlorlty of the
llcna has beon golng oji before Judgo
Holladay for several days in tho Fed-
eral bulldlng. Tbo ovldence is now

ali In. und tho argunicnt was bogun
Saturday, und wlll probably last
through thls wook.
Thoso wlm spdke Saturday woro

Judge L. Ii. I.owis and Messrs. Henry
V,. Andorson and Ffunk W. Chrlstlan,
The argument will bo resumed to-day,
and though it may be concluded by
Saturday, ii is mon probublc1 tlnil it
wlll last for t- u daya longer.

( iiniplox I'rocccilinKN.
N>>t In many yoars before has thero

beon In thls court a recelvershlp caso
which is so oomplcx In iis naturo, and
in whlch so many varled intcrcsts aro
liivolvcd. Somo fnini Idea nf its many
rttmilicatlons maj be gathered from
tho Cact Him thoro nro before the spo¬
clal mastor us a result i«f tho proceed¬
lngs slx volumes ot ploudlngs and
Iwenty-o'no volumes of evldenco. Soiiie
of the ablest corporatlon attorneys Ih
tho Stato nre tn Iho ease us counsel
foi one party or anothor.
Tho Eowllng Grcun Trust Conipa'ny,

6f New YiiiU. is reprcsented by .Mossrs.
Frank XV. Chrlstlan and Henry W. An¬
dorson: tho Mctropolitnn Triist Com¬
pany, by Judge L. L. I.uwls, of thls clty,
and Hon. Rlchard El, Davis, of Peters-
bur^: tho Virginia Passonger and
Power'-Company, tho Riahniond Passon¬
ger and Powei Company und tho Ulch-
iiiond Tractloh Company, by Mr. Milos
M. Martln; Messrs. Wlckhamand'-Nbrtji-
i(i]>. recelvers, by lion. Eppa lliiuton,
Jr. and tho Equifablc Trust Company,
Of New York. by Mr. John Plckrell.
Judge Holladay stated last night

that he hopod to be able to submit
hls flnal roport as special mastor to
Judge Waildlll within a few weeks,
though, of courso, ho cijuld not say ex-
actly.'by what tlmo lic eould complete
It.

How It AroMC.
The llllgatlon grew out or the bitter

Fifiher-Gould controversy'; and about
Ihreo years ago tho affnlrs of all tho
companlos horo woro placod in the
liands or recelvers and Judgo Waddlll
named Mossrs. llonry T. Wickliiim, gen¬
eral counsel for tho C. & 0. Railway
Company, and William Northrop", of
this-"clty, as the recelvers, and tho llnesliave slnco thon boon operated by thom
undor tbo dlrectlon of tho court As
soon as tho roport of tho speclal
master Is fllo.l tho court wlll ontei- a
decreo to s.'ii tho proporty, and it ls
belloved tlial tho Goulds, who own a
controlllng Interest, will bo tho pur-ohasers. Tho caso has attracted much
interest from timo to timo, and somo
flylng trlps were mado by tho rlval
atlornoya lo soenro injunetlon.s In tho
enrly stagea "f tho p/roat legiii iiattlo.

CONVICTS CONVERTED
Flvo llapiheil ln Kounlalii nt Stnle IVoi(.-ii.ilary VpBteriluy.
The Re -. aooi«o V. Wllllama prea'ohod l.iii- nomaim ilopartmonl m the Stato Ponl-lentiury yealordny mnrrilng .n l» o'clooi-Aflor thls nervlco Mr. Wllllama Imptlzod flvonieu ii, a largo foumnhi ln tlio ciiurtyaru

STOLE MONEY TO GO HOME
FOR CHRISTMAS; ARRESTED

Had Not Heard From Mother in Chicago for Some
Time, and Was Anxious to See I _cr---Tclls

Pitiful Story to Polict. Here.
'" ''.*"*' he hau iiot liearti from hlamothor tor sumg month« "and wa'nto,]'" t?° lig. to Hpoiul qiirlHinias v lihle-r nnd 1,1s littlo Blstor an.j brotherwho llvo at i_ viiic -.treet Chlcago¦l"'"">" OrandlB, a .yhllo |,0,v, eighteijiiycttl'S lf agrt, Sat'.inla." iilleiDoou slojeNS from Mrs. vViide..0i; tluekroo Llenehwho httd borriobiUHl hlm nml takoii

.;."¦ I". Wlthln "(,'ol( tt. |,(>U1. ...,,.,.rJlu'rlif Curtls, of Nmvporl ....us. Le'lo-Phoned t_ Chl< t of Pollct IVurner ia i_Bleyel I'olieemun Kcllam ha.. moi ih.l''ftln. and Ho- Informatluu liad beenM.,)'h.*1 '"'oh n, sherllf Curtla,l'he hoy wa. tauen 10*11,0 |.i., ,¦..Uee Stntion, n'here he '',| .,, ,. ......

I'lS'lt. C'r.ndl*' pies, nl.-d ., ',,.,., '.',.,.
la-arnncc. though llO wa, ..,),_,. U1.
;vei.,|,i an,l u.,idy 011 ti.-e.. ,-.. hu
nofcty departuro from Buckroo Beu.hII.. odmltted the Uieft,

door opeb and
;ed

Woman Screamed, Boy Fell Be-
neath Blow, but Crowd

Caught Robber.

When, after repcated knoclts, her
door wns tinnilv opencd co that sho
might go ln and retlre for tho night,
Mrs, Sylvla Puccinelll, »f No. 1806 East
.Main Streot, and lior brother, Alfred
I'iiiri. a youth of seventeeii yonrs of
ago, wero confrontod in tlio darkness
by a big nogro stanillng on tlio thresh-
old. In his hand woro a braue and blt.
"Stand back!!' crlod the young boy,

,"01- I'll klll you wlth ihi.s a\." and he
Irc-aeliod for the weapon. But before
ho could bl'lrig il round the nogro had
loaped forward and iloalt him a ter-
rific blow on iho head, Thon he ran.

j i-'im ycllcd :iiul Mrs. Pucclhnolli
Bcrenmod, and a crowd gathered in
Ipursutt of the nogro. In tlio crowd
were A. Puccinelll, Ihe wo'mun's Ims-
bund; hor brothor. wlio also jolned In
tho I'liuso, nutwithstnudiug the blow,
and Mr. Manniiig. Tho nogro was soon
captured nnd was turned ovor to a
pollco bfueer. He declared his Inno-
cc-iicc, saylng that. ho had gono in
Just to got somethlng. Evldehtly that
v/as his purpose. Ho was found to be.
Ilionjamin Brown, alias RenjanVn

1 oathorst.iiio.
It was after l^ o'clock when Mrs.

Puccinelll declded to retlre. Havlng
io -.;<. outside ln order to roaeh the

Istairs, sho requested hor brother to
laccompany her. Thoy fouiui tlu- gatc
to tlio fonoo in iho back yard looked
from tho inslde. Tho boy Juuipcd over
and unfastened il. Tho door also wna
lookod from tbo Inslde; Thlnking that
thn elerk in iho store hnd lookod tho
door, .-¦ Mrs. Puccinelll called to him
several tlinc?. li,- answered llnally,
saylng ho would como down. Hardly
hud tho words coina from hls inoutii
whon tho door was bpened and Lhe
nogro was dlsclos'ed lu tho darknor*.

'¦IInor ArrcM tn.
Clarcneo Wood, colored. wns urrestedyesterday by Polleemen Tlller and

Poltlaux on tho chargo of assaultirigand eutting John Williaiiu: also color-od.
Ida Wllton. colored, was arrestedyesterday by Detoctlve Sergeiint Balleyiiind Bloycle Policeinan Wiley on thocharge or sefling oocalne.Joe Wllson aiid Danlel Bnone whlto

woro taken in hy Pollceinen' Tlller
and Poltlaux on tlu. chargo of va-
gruncy. They were at least very hun-
irry.

Lellu Rrow
oh tho clmrg
Jnnies BroWiv

lqred, was taken In
Bteallhg ?5 from
of her frlends.

i¦ Tonoy sanypur, Guorge Clicreste undC, Bloomj'iili whlto, wero repoutod yes¬terday, as usual, for luboflng at tlu lrtrado and calllng on lhe Sabbnth. Thoyworo suinnionod lo appear in Pollco,( ouri to-morrow nionUng.

I u.mtci to gq homo u, .see mvinotlier nmi my Ilnh.- Biator nml l.r.ih-
',''¦ h" «al«l. "Thnt wu.-. why l ottilo"'" ''-oney. it .¦;,.(.'! fol, a.'.. ot,
.oui'i".,,. ief, ,,,,. |,.n.. H-x m ,,',,,._ ago.". acciiutit o.f my Blop-father, M.v"'''.'' ''.'''¦ l" ivrlto io me, i,in
'.avi n n ceiyed a |. ucr from h .,.
I"1' .'¦¦.« tlme, and uant.,1 to go
'.'!'!"'.' *o .'¦'' what wns ihe matter.
.'.ll .,i |t."
Tlu

d I

' < story w-as [iltU'til, and ho'" "> I'lontly if-IMng tlie Irtilli, n!"<l ,>><¦ ¦"¦>.¦ lu Inln;- aiim. vv.,,1. ,nnK-,,"P tho bed* Salurdtij a,f .ai-iigpn, wJion'';. -1"1" Uio money, si,e -yciit dowii.stftlrs ami whlle si.. ua, ;,.¦,.¦ he"'"l; ""' BUUl (r. :, ||o |.,s .,.,(
IVltlkud out ,,i' Ihe honwe. II w.m notuntii ve«tpriiaj ihyt mra, wndo dls.
cpverod her losa,

POLICE SWOOPED DOWN
Alleged Gambling- Joints on Broad Street Raided
Saturday Night.Busy Shoppers Stopped to

Watch.-Hutzler and Others Arrested.
Two alleged gambllng jobnts, one of

the .lim Crow variety, and tlie other
conducted by whlte mon, were raided
_,- Ihe i" ile.* Saturday filgrht. V.'ter
C.tptnin L.ppB, of the Flrst Dlstrict.
had secured the neeo-sary evldencs he
swore out the warrant, nnd rernoved
'.!- men. The flrst p'ac-e wns be-
neath WilHnms's Pool Parlors; 70i
East Broad Street, whero ten negroes
were ca'ptnr-d; the sc.on.i raided about
two liburs later. wns nt li'lS East BroadI Street^ over Charles Hutzlcr's bar, less
than n block away.

In the lutter placo wore arrested
Joo Cdnepai supposed. to l»o the pro-
prlc-tor; Herman Noltc, Charles.Hul;.-
lor and Frank lJyle. Sergeaiit Anioa;
Sc'rg'cant Sow..*il nnd Pnllromuti
Wilcy havo had tlie store under sur-

veillanco for somo time. Wutching
their t-hance, they cntered when tho
place was fillcd with men. Flvo tablo..
with fivo or i-lx men around each.
were In full hl.-t.t, It ls alleged, arid
monoy wns ehariglng linnds wlth that
fnpidlty usuu! to tho giimc. Qdmbling
Iparnplitu'iuilln oi" every deacriptipn'', in-
Icludlng nboiit n huudred decks of Cards;
four kittles, lalqilcs und chlps giilore,
wns gathered in by tho officers. Twen-
ty-one wltnesses wero suinmoned to
inppoar ngalnst tho men. wlio were
hnilcd In tho sum of $500 each for
thelr uppenra.oje In tho Polieo Court
this morning.

Xegrui'M C'lipliireil.
Beneath tho Willlains's pool parlor

Policemen Goldsby, Toqta and MoMu'l-
len dlscovered nlne negroes deop in a
gainc popularly known as "skin.*,'
Thoy we.ro skinnlng oach other rlght

ili GUESTS AT
THANNIVERSARY

Remarkable Gathering at Chris¬
tian Wedding Celebration on

Chcstnut Hill Saturday.
Tlie home 01" Mr. F. F. Kennie, on.

Fourth Avon'ue, Cheslnut Hill, was
tho scone ot' a remarka-ble gatherlnig
on Saturday evening, tho occaslon bo-
Ing the slxtletli annlversary of tho
wedding of l>r. and Mrs. S. P. Chrls-
iinn. formerly of Bello isle, New Kent
county, and late of Hoanoke.

Di\ Cliristiiin wus born on .Tanuary
2., 1821, In Now Kent. eounly, uud ls
the son of Dr. John Fl.einlng Christian,
nnd a griindson of Samuol I'leiisnnLs,
edltor of the Virginia Argus, one of
Ihe flrst papors pulillshod in the StnLe
nftc-r ihe itevolutlonury War. Dr.
Chri-tian is alao nn ihtlmato frlend
of Prosldent Tyler, wlth whom ho was

conncoted.
A Htudoiit of Willidm nnd Mary

Collego und u gradtiatci of tlie Virginlu
Medlcal Collego, ho served during tho
war in tlie _apa.it)' of asBlstaut sur-

geon in the,. Coufedeiuti* Army. He

iyjl.l Hialiieil on Deeember _-', 1SI7. lo

i.Mis.-, ..ni.lln Calemah Cibrdon, dniight. i-

of l!i" late Joitn N. Ciordoii, for many
yetu-.-i a pronifnent mercli'ant of Itlch-
.inoml.

Orlgiui.l GucnIn Tliere.
Among th'jse "preaent Saturday

evening woV. slx of tho origHral
gtiwstH oi' thu wi-ddliiR sIM.v yenrs ago.
Tlu; ('hrnlltin-.lordon eonr.ei'tlon lie-

liig :i largo ono. tlie InvlUitioiis wero
mr. .-sni'llv llmjlnd to tho iieure-U
re.lutives and a fow IntHpate friends.
Tlu- chlldron of Dr, nnd Mrs, Chrts-
llun present wore us follows:
Mrs. Knink itennle. MIbs sulllo

Chri-.tlan. the' Rev. (.'huivhlll Clordpn
Christian, and JMr, Samuel iMonsimts*
Christian. , ,.

.n,,. ce-hhii...' Alr, Frank Uonule
v.uh I.OttUtlfulIy ilecoruieil, nml n most
enjoynblb aitppor wae ».rv.<iu,

INlne -loril Cnni-'"* .'.¦*..I,,;,.-*..;.;;;.. &^^>?$«$iVl.i.d S.'eell.y SeiBi.t Uolilenni aud 1*0-
Iheoi.-n !._»!.. I'lui'liMon t> NeU_.
IlK Hlt

IllH. bill
pllie were Kiibduuu.

Tlie
f tleumuuil to .loiK'i* tho ¦."'"* °| ¦ "'

thoro we.ni uliilit uini-, aud tbe

nnd left When tho pollce entered, und
ovory ono mado a dush for the coal
pllo, tho wo. ,i piie and the barrels
which were rangoil ln promisciious con¬
fuslon around. Whllo ono guttrdetl
tho entrance, whlch was now sur-
roimded by an eager and curloug thrbng
. if Saturday-hlght shpppers, numberlng
sevoral hundred, th.- others turned on
tho llght and scnrehtd for the gsinu-
stors. Ono, rather smallor than tlio
rest, hnd tukcn rotugo in a bar'rei. but
lio wns unooriuioiiioiiidy ilumped out
by tho bruwny Golilsby, Ono by one
tho negroes were klck.od
under coal und wood, and from bohlnd
boxos, nnd haiulod out to I n .¦-.;¦
who had como with tho automobllo
patrol. Nino woro tlms captured, but
11 bchoovcd the offlcors to tako a
farowoii search, aiul lt was well theydid. Underneatli u pllo of boxos an-
otlier, the tenth, wns found. and ho,
too, was hauled unceromonlousfy forth.
Ono woman who sworo by all thnt ls
good .iii.l holy thut sho- hnd" ste'ppeddown merely to havo hor shoes shinod
wopt copiously and pleoded that bhobo allowed to go. But hor BUrrbuiidlrigs
woro evll, and she had to sharo tho
fortunes of ihe others. All woro dump-
ed into tho automobllei am! Chauffour
I'ond sped away for tli^ Socond .Sta¬
tion.

Tlio throo bfttcers woro iissisted later
by Pollcemeh fechllef und Brantly, who
liolped hand tho priaoners out. Tlio
three who had gono down Insldo wero
covered wlth cobwebs, dust and dirs.
and their clothos requlrod a good
brushing boforo tliey were agaln pre-
serifable.

OAT IS LYII6III
F STREET

Crowd Gathered to Witness
Launching, Which Didn t

Occur.
Flvo hundivd peopje,,gathered Saturday

iutrrnoon on thu banka of tlic .Tnines Rlver
to witness n launching ili.it dldn't occur.

Tl.,; handsome yannlcno lauhcti "Eaiter" was

rendy to tako her mulden plunge, but as ihe
rlver would not como Cor the linat tho boat
founil It dlfllcult to reneli Um rlver. When
last seen tho forty-foot laiinoli was lylnpt
ncrnas Jlull Ktrool near tho Maucheutor end
of Ali.yo's flrltlgu In a most rorlo-rn nnd ilo-
ueitoil oi.niliilon.

Tlu- 1.1k pleasurc boat, whloh has n botim
of eltchi i'l-i-i slx laolios, ivim loadbd on a
wair'nn Saturday mprnlng ui riiu-iiett & .Viiii-
nally's shop, whero li was luillt, und a luripj
uutnhei' .ii" Majioheiiter peoplii asaomhlctl t
witness tbo CMorclses: Tho launoli. not trnv-
olinn comrortiilily ovor iho cohhlcston'es, tll'i
wugan gavo out on lowor itiill Street, and
thoro tho Iltitu Blilp rehuilneil tn l>o lulmlrod
Iv.- nll passers-by, Anothor nttompt wlll bo
iniuli' in Inuuoli iho "Kuster" ihls mornlng
u lu o'clock,
Tbo luuneli li>'lop;;s to her bulldbrs, nml

Ih vnliietl ut about $3,000, lt ls handsi'inel:,'
eitolppod, nnd Its cnglucs h.'ive pnssvd nil'.lu-
Bicctlons. H onn onrry Bl.xty pooplo. lr tlu:
ItiiiiiL'litng tii-ih'iy ln succensful tho nwnprs.
v.llh a party m' Crlends, will loavo m oiku
lur li i.'i-ulBo down tho .lameR-fiiv a ton-ihiyh'
Bliootlng trlp, Piieridlng thelr il'hrlstmaB ln-l-
Iduys iu tho duck .'wanini ol" tbo li.v.-r
.luiri'H tuvcr.

SAW CHILD BURN.ING
ftui Mollicr Wns Dutiili, uiul C'otihl \ul

l.'ull Cor llelu,
I'.vu HolmoH, a two'-yonr-olti colorocl

'glrl.dioil rfaturiiay nlght lnm tlieeffOctS
nf liurii.s re'cplved ln liio uftcrho'op,
whon hIio foll lu a grnle whllo plnylng
wlth one of hor sistors. The mothor
hcnrd tho ohlld'H >i't'.'iuiw, but sho was

(luiiib, und cotilil nut call for |iel'p'.
Tho only oth'e'v poi'Bou op tho secne
was an nclogonui-iun, und li" vus too
foeblo to go for uusluuince, Before the
lilnziny,- olothos nf tlio iliild could bo
o.N-tliigiiishoii aho had BUltered inot'tni
biirns. Sho llngoreil u fow hours ln
ng'oiiy, imd thou diod at tho Clty lloiuo,
ivlioro sho |:fa boen tnkcii und Iroatod
by\l)r. Illni'liui.'in, of Iho Ainbulunco1 Corps,

TO
GET HOLIDAY GOODS

iai

But Two Days More Before
Christmas.Beautiful Music

in Churches Yesterday.
VVlti) but two full davs loft beforeCTirlstrnos iho hollday rush boglnnlngJi.is mon.int; wlll oxceed all normalbpunds and the shopplng districtB. ai-

10.i,,v overrun, wlll present a bttstllng.spectacular sceno untll the Btroko ofrnldnlght on the ovh of tho great f«s-tlval.
Just how many of tho pooplo ,,f

ttlchmond lieeded ihe bft-repOatcd ad-monltlon, "i>o yoiir sliopping onrlv." lt
M "Uld bo dittlcult to say. To tho c'asualobsoryer, wh.. strollcd oul on iiroiid
Street Saturday afternoon, howovor. lt
Wpuld ..i-cni tiuil fow. il" any, had foi.lowed Ihe advice. Tho stroot wm
fHlod to overllowlng wlth an ondless
"c-imi or i.ple, wodglng themselves

Into iho stores, only to emerge pantlhgiiiiil dlsshreveled, nnd iaden wlth bun-
IIiimIi of Slioppcr*.

Every shop seoniod u> enjoy Ita sharo
of the rushi nnd ii seemed that thoro
was nothlng of aihy llno of goods thut
some ono .11,i not want and pay for
In real money. Coy young women hur-

lil'o the cigar stores and bought
y of unknown urands. because

uiey were ii> pretty boxes aud bound
nbout Ihe nilddlo wlth varicolorcdhands. Its tho Uiought aftor all. buthow many i>r the reclplehts of such
^iifls would trado tho -goi'geous und
oiv-th- boxes for 500 <n' the repular"ubpe stiuks?" Amorons youths, on the
othor hand, tipped dlflld.-utlv Into the
department nnd j'ewolry stores, nnd
pald thelr hard-eurncd cash for un-
liiinkahlo things for thelr ladles.

Tlio small boy wns, also, of courso,
much tl-ero. trylng lo mako hls store
<>f peiinios go far 1111111611 to euuse tho
ontiii Joyous week m be as hidepu'p
us possihle, Gccaslonally from a stid
di.-n burat of i-o-iai-v over huvlng drlven
un unummlly good bargaln, there woiild
be a pronmtiiro explosliSn in tho densely
ero.wdod sldewalk, whlch woulj make
a ntomohlury rlfl lu tlio erush.

ClirlHliuiiB MiinIc.
Yostorday thoro woro Clirislmas sor-

111011s lu all tho churches whloh do not
havo regular servlces on Christmas
Day. Ii'oi' many duys tbo chpirs had
boon practicing the Christmas anthems
and curols.and tho songs of praiso tliat.
wenl up yostorday mornlng as ono
great niolodiouH volco ihroughout tlio
clty wero of siirpussing swectness. Tho
buildltigs woro crowded to thelr utmost
with poople wild yoarly turii out in
tholr best to glvo thanks and sing tho
SODgS Of pi'OiSO.

Thelr nbsence wns hardly hotlceablo,
but thoro was n small arrny of tired
men and women who look 110 part in
tliis colebration. Ilehind the closed
bllnds of thr; shop wlndbws thoy tolB
ed 011 as though Iho wook containoil
seven workln'g duys. hulancing tliolr
books nnd stralghtenlng up their
stocks iu order to ho ready Jo flli tlio
wants 01' tl;.- ninss of poople who will
be thrown upon them wlth renewed
vigor to-day and to-morrow. Thoso
wiii ho tho hardost day}-. of tho season
un Iho tired shQp.S7glrl.vs aml hard
worked men.

NEW DEACONS
Slx I-ai'ilod al Mirshnll Mreei l.'hiiMitin

Church Yesterday,
Ai Miii-pllull Street I'hiistlnn Cliurch yos-

11 rijny mornlnfi 11 rongregntlQiiiil lnootlp <
was held lu connoctlon wlth tlio mnrulug
Bowico, fullowlng a jnrnion frmn tl:-1 pdator
th- Ilov. li. II. Mul'ton. .Slx vncamiles In tho
board oi" dehoons wero lillod by tlu- bleotjou
11'- tho rollov.-hig: |.\ 11. Wllklnson. VV. .:
Klmbrtiiigii, II: :'. ITarrlBoii, U II. puce. II.
I'. I'rnncls nnd II. U. Onrner, nll of whotu
wr.11 unanlniouBly cho3Cn. A ccrvlcn ,.:' or-
dlnutiop wlll be .nrriinir»d at stnrni' futmo
di.i.-, ivlian the doacons wlll bc iuunllod in
ofilco.

Knn In J!n\ ol" Seetl.
\ box of sf-'d v.-i.-: round ai large yester¬

day ufternoan hy pollcemuu Hnlehls umler-
uVfith iho trostlo 111 th- I'oi'i or Sevenln
>lnoi. The ho: ivnn pronip'iy run in by
tho fcriargotlti oj'floci'i wlth tho uld of tho
e.\it(irnnlil|p, nnfl tho owner ni'ay rooover hls
pioperty bv Identii'ylns it at Uio Socond
Pollco Station.

Howitzers, Take Notice
Moinboi-N ol' Uio Ifowlty.i'r lliiltrry

nro TOiiuoNiod lo UMmeitiblo ln full
«lro*.s uiill'oriii it( Ihe inriuoi'.v nt !
o'clook lo-tluy'lii ntlonil tlio lunoriil
ol lltiglei* Willluiu II, Cownrdln.
Ctiplulu Mcyci'B pnrllculiirly ilNkn llnu
onuiIoyerB wlll ullow thelr nioii lo
K'ol nll' fur iho Itiiurs of Ihe fuiicrnl.

MAY UNEARTH GRAFT
IN SEWER CHARGES

Councilniaii Richards, Thoughu
Accusing No One, Says Figures

Were Far from Correct.

MADE PERSONAL INSPECTION

Easy lo Fl6.ce Citizcns by Cliarg-
ing for More Ground Than

Was Excavated.

"l linve mnile ii o dlre.-l chnrgetiiKttln*! iiii.vImmI.v lu imrlleiilnr.. The
1'tieln, n*« I toiiinl lliciii. luivc been pri*.
nenled l» llu- Slrcel CoiiiiulM.-e. |f Ihe
eill/.ciiM of .Inraltnll Wnrd were nwt
overehnrsred for urncr riiiiiicctloti*, nn
I'liieini Mrifeiiiciil fo llini i-ffcct wlll
Nftli.r.v ilii-mt lf wluil | hnve nnli| In
Iril'r, llt.-n II Im tbe duly of (hc eom-
nilllee <» I'iimIi-ii (lic gulll.''

Taklng thls stnnd. Counellman C. 13.
ftlchnrda has put up to the admlnis-
trutloii a i|iiestlon whlch may or mny
not revenl u system of grnft more de-
Kplcable than othdr klnda for the ren-
Bon that the biirilen fell upon poorpeople, who looked to th" clty for pro-
toetlon. If the Richards allegations
an- NMhstnutlnled, .some olllclal of the
Fiigliie-ring Dopartment may be forced
to walk the munlolpul plnnk. At all
events. Mr. Rlchard* hap glven some¬
body an uupi.asaiii moment.

tinxe Cronkril Mi-iiMireiiienf ..

The BpeClfic eomplnlnt mndo by Mr.
Hlrhurd. ls thnt the itien^ur'-ments for
Bewer excavnllona were not correct,
meunlng thnt the publlc were requlred
to pay for more ground thun was ao-
tuully dug. und were thon charged
exorbltant rntes for tho real amount
und tho Hurpliis.
"Beforo I went to the ..Street Com-

mlltee.'" snld Mr. Hlelmrds. "I heard
nilmorous complaints, so i determlrted
to mnke nn InvoBtlgatlori on my own
aacotltlt. Wlth the ald of a negro, »

pldk-ax, a shovel nnd a nounding rod,
I, Inspectfld fourteen pleres of work,
nnd found an ovorcharge Iti eac}i. 1
dld not. selec-t these out'.of a lurse num-
ber. but only looked Into the fourteen
caseH, Tbe overcharges rau from
$2.81 to $23. I have asked the com-
rnltlee to go behlnd my rettirns and
flnd out the truth or falslty of wnnt
I say. ln other words, I want my flg-
ures verlfled or thrown out. Thia
work Ia done under tlie supervlslon ol
the Englnecrlng Department.

"I want to he clearly undorstood. for
I nm not accuslng anybody. If tho
committeo provea thnt mv mousure-
ments and estltnateB nre wrong. thou
my conatltuents wlll hnve no further
complalnt, If the fourteen cases wer<
not corroctly charged, It Is fair to a«-
siime that tbe overcharges are genernl.
Probably l.'iO connectlona wt-re mndo
In mv torritory in the past flvo
months."

Wjiler Flgitrea Wurh l.ower.
Mr. nichardfl say.. that no exorbltant

prlco was churged for the uctual pipe,
though he contonda tliat the Water
Department figures for almllar work
were about ono-half ie/| than for the
work done under the supervlsion of
the iCnglneorlng Deoar.tment,

"I Hubmltted tneasures to a numiier
[of plumbors." he sald, "and found
from ihem thut tbe cost would run
from J-". i to $66' whereas the cltizi-n.

I were actually requlred to pay $134.3')."
Tlie speclal cornmlttee appolnted to

Investlgatc the matter, win meet to?
nlght. li COnSlBta of Alderman Mimn
'nnd Councllmen I_ynch and lion l.*-svy.
Mr. Itlcharda says ibnt it will b»* nece*-
sary for the members to go over <hc
grouml in persdn, just aa he has done
as Ihev raunot get at the actual con¬
ditions otherwl.o.

V'ttn IHI.MM) OK CO.VT.ROt..

Iteporl Wlll Ile St.liinlllril nt Mi-.this
¦>f Full ( onmiitlee To-MkIiI.

Should the full cornmlttee to-nlKhl
Bcc'cpt tbe report on charler chnnges.
recommendod bv Alderman Dabney
nnd Councllmen Cary and Polloek. the.
Important cmestlon of crenting a nui-
nlclpal board of cbritrol wlll so to Clty
Councll for lt-- a'pproval, wlthout whlch
npproval the General Assembly of Vir¬
glnia would imi'illv co'naldcr the plar.
fav'orably. Tho Legislature, oi eourse.
could aei independently of Councll, but
It would not be disposed to make clinr-
ter amendments possiblo In the faee
of uiianimoiis oppositlon from the two
brancheH. Bocause of thls, a strong'
effort wlll he made to havo Councll
vote Ita Indorsoment.

I'len ot Coinmlllec.
As heretofore explalned, the maln

iden of Ihe committeo ls to separoto
the leglslatlve nnd judlclil] branchos.
Undor the Coniitl tu'tlun tliere must bo
a Board of Aldermcn and a Common
Councll. Thls constltutlonal provlsion
will qot bo disturbed. There wlll bo
u recothrhendatlon, however, that tho
memhorshlp bo rodiiced, It helng flfty-
six in jolnt sesslon now.

Thls, however. ia secoridary In im-
li.br.tai.ee to tho board of control, Inas-
much as lhat body, to be eomposed of
live cltizens, will tnko up all tho du-
ti.s now being performed by Councll
commlttees. lt "would meet dally. and
the work of the clty could bo facil-
Itated to a marked degree.

Meetn Some Oppnilt Inn.
Thoro is oppositlon to the plan bo¬

cause. according to those fightlng it,
ii would bo a regular. _«tst of poli-
tlcs. Close obseryers have found. how¬
ever, thut there Is inore politics to
tlie (squaro Inch in the Clty Councll of
Richmond than in almost uny other
orgahlzatloh of its size on tlie fnce
of tho earth. Politlca, with n cuni-
bersonie system of government, haa
made Hichmond follow a, plan whlch
would have done eredit to Revolution-
ary days.
Tho whole matter. however, wlll bo

put squarely up to Counell. and unless
thero la sound roason for opposlng it
tlio l.eglslaturo wlll bo urged to umend
the charter.

HAD BEEN CONJURED
Terrlflcd Xegroea Huslied i .linlly ln

Pollce r»r AtiHlhtniiec.
Wlth asfien fnce und trembling from

garret to eellar, Alfrod Cary. usually
black, riished Into tlie .Second Pollce
Statlon last niglu, cryitig, "Sho's flxed
nn*; she's flxed me. Como iiulck, fo*
Guwd's sako.-'

Ile was breallilt-ss wlth runnlng.
"Fo' Gawd's sake. come qulck," ho

nnntcd. "I'll tako yer rlght whnr sho

"Whal's tho matter?" queried one ot
the ofi'lcei'.. ln the statlon. "Heen con-
JlllTdV"

"Ynsslr. Como on.\
"Wtiit a iiionient, un' I'll take It ofC

you."
.But the n'eg-ra hnd flfld. The officer
sprnng to the door, but he got only a

gllmpso of .Mfr.-.l turnlng the corner.
.Ther,.. nre many betlcvers ln "con-
Inrlu' " stlll among the nogroea in
Kichmond nnd ii. w-a-i only n nlght ot*
two ago thnt a negro glrl ran breath-
leiiB i.p tto nn offloor, nnd snld tliat
sho had been "eoniiircil."
"Soipe i.al's got tho combln'a of m.v

liynr. an' uallod ' 'em to ,1 tree," she
wept. "1 dunno how she goi 'em, but
xho got 'on. nn' she's done nnll 'em
to n l ree."

"P*.-haw, glrl: -,'long wlth you. Wo
WllHe folks burii our eonibln's,"

"Yq.* whlte t'ol'r*" don' know 'bout sech
thln'r.-." she erled: "but wo culliul
follffj ln lW8 all erbotit 'em. Dut gnl
:.ho' i ¦' c-.ot. my eomb'n'w, eos' l'se got
de -hs-nilHulie, Wlirn yo' n»lls a Sal'8
eombiu's to n tveo. '.vltl de combln'a
twb'tod roun' <l" nall. it hIio' gwlno
glve yo' n liendnelie. nn' l'se got one
oi'ful bnd. It's be.n tieh'n' ebor slnco
dnt cal g'.it my eomliln's."
But the officer had lu pull hls box,

nnd eouhhi't undorlake, uiiyway, to
look for the treo to see whether tho
glrl's loosopoil looks hnd been nttaoh«tf>
to II by a nall,


